142	triREE vears of calm befo&e the storm
is nothing that the Oriental respects so much as strength, and nothing
that conduces to his aggressiveness so much as weakness.
I didn't say all this in precisely these words, but I did talk with
the utmost frankness because the attitude of some of the churches at
home disturbs me greatly and Dr. Holt probably has a good deal of
influence as President of the Federal Council. He looked mildly
surprised at my attitude, because he had told me that I am regarded
as a staunch supporter of church interests, but I think he got the point,
and when he left he at least implied that he would be guided by
what I had said. If I do possess the reputation of being a good friend
and supporter of the church workers out here—which I am—my
advice on this point may be listened to with more respect than
otherwise.
HOW GERMANY'S REARMAMENT HELPED JAPAN
April 2, 1935
Sto'icesco, the Rumanian Charge d'Affaires, and later Pabst, came
in for political talks. The German declaration of rearmament has
certainly brought about a sort of bouleversement in the general situa-
tion, all in favour of Japanese interests. The increased tension in
Europe absorbs most of the available attention of the foreign powers,
with the exception of the United States, which are interested in the
Far East. Japan can feel safer from foreign interference than at any
time since the termination of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance and there-
fore has a distinct advantage in political negotiations with other
countries. Amau denied yesterday that any steps had been taken
for a Soviet-Japanese non-aggression pact. Indeed, under present
circumstances, Japan has no need for one. Developments are playing
directly into Japanese hands. Amau said that Japan has no alliance
or ententes except the more or less defunct sort of informal under-
standing that exists with Poland, and we have indications that there
is an intimate exchange of views and information going on between
Japan and Germany. But all this is nebulous, and the main fact is
that Japan can now " sit pretty " and carry on more or less as she
wishes, with the assurance that the European powers are much too
busy at home to bother very much about the Far East. This situation
is not going to make our diplomacy any easier.
A GREAT JAPANESE GENTLEMAN ON JAPAN
May 22, 1935
Big Japanese dinner given by the Grand Master of Ceremonies
and Viscountess Matsudaira at the Maple Club, including Count
Makino, Baron Hayashi, members of the Imperial Household Ministry,
and all the chiefs of mission and their wives, with the exception of
the charges d'affaires ad interim. The charge d'affaires en titre were
there. It was a brilliant function.
After dinner I sat with Count Makino and had an interesting tali,

